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Abstract

DataPerfect databases consist of several binary files. This document
describes how to prepare a DataPerfect database for import into a MIXED
repository.

1 Parts Of A DataPerfect Database

A DataPerfect database consists of the following parts:

• A structure file with extension .STR. This file contains the structure of
the database. It describes the tables and their relations.

• The table files. Tables are called “panels” in DataPerfect, because the
data and user interface are tightly linked. The data of each table is stored
in a separate file, usually—but not necessarilty—with the extension .DAT
or .FIL.

2 Preparation For MIXED

In order for MIXED to be able to read the DataPerfect database it must first
be converted into a different format. This can be achieved with the DataPerfect
program and its utilities. If you do not have the software, it can be obtained for
free from the Internet (http://www.dataperfect.nl). If you are running Linux
as an OS you might use a DOS emulator to run DataPerfect.

2.1 Exporting The Database Structure

First, we need to export the structure file:

1. Open the DOS command prompt.

2. Change the current directory to the directory that contains your Data-
Perfect database (with the

cd
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command).

3. Run the following command in the DOS terminal:

DPEXP

The program will display a message like this:

Pathname: C:\YOURPATH\YOURDB

DATABASE1
DATABASE2

4. Use the arrow keys to highlight the correct database (if there is more
than one) and press Enter. The structure file of the database will now be
exported. The result is a file with the same name as the structure file but
with the extension .STE.

2.2 Exporting The Table Data

1. Start the DataPerfect program by executing the following DOS command:

C:\PATHTODPEXE\DP

2. Select the correct database as above.

3. For each table do the following:

(a) Open the table by pressing Enter.

(b) Press Shift-F7.

(c) Select “Built-In Short Reports” and press Enter.

(d) Press 2 (“Disk File On/Off”) and 1 (“Create File”).

(e) Enter the file name. The file name must be the same as the panel
name, leaving off any extensions and adding the extension “.TXT”.
For example “TABLE.FIL” becomes “TABLE.TXT”, etc.

(f) Press 8 “Report/Export Format”

(g) Press 6 “Export DOS delimited text”

(h) As field delimiter specify the tab character (type “09” while holding
down the Alt key).

(i) As record delimter specify character 5 (type “05” while holding down
the Alt key).

(j) Press Shift-F7
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(k) After the export, press F7 multiple times to get back to the list of
panels.

Note: after exporting the first table, filling in the export format will not
be necessary; it will only be necessary to change the file name.

2.3 Creating A Zip-file For MIXED

Now that we have all the necessary data for MIXED we can package it into one
archive file.

1. Create a new directory.

2. Copy all the “.TXT” files you created in the export to the new directory.

3. Copy the “.STE” file to the new directory.

4. Create an archive (zip or tar) of all the files in the new directory.

5. Upload the zip file to MIXED. It will be recognized as a DataPerfect
database.
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